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SUB J : RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MNR LEADERSHIP STRUGGLE 
REF: LA PAZ 6356 

1. SUMMARY: IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE DIVIDED MNR NATIONAL 
CONVENTION (SEE REFTEL, THE GOB HAS ACCEPTED THE LEADERSHIP 
CLAIMS OF THE RUBEN JULIO FACTION OF THAT PARTY. GUILLERMO 
FORTUN, LEADER OF THE FACTION OPPOSING JULIO, RESIGNED HIS POST 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE BANCO DEL ESTADO OCTOBER 2 AND APPEARS TO BE 
TEMPORARILY IN POLITICAL ECLIPSE. HOWEVER, FORTUN'S CLAIMS CONTINUE 
TO BE ADVANCED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF MNR LABOR. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS THE DUST SETTLED IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE MNR'S XXITH 
NATIONAL CONVENTION SEPTEMBER 27-30, BOTH RUBEN JULIO AND 
GUILLERMO FORTUN PRESSED THEIR RIVAL CLAIMS TO BE RECOGNIZED AS 
THE OFFICIAL CHIEF OF THAT POLITICAL PARTY. AFTER THE FAILURE OF 
INITIAL MEDICATION EFFORTS SPONSORED BY PRESIDENT BANZER, THE 
GOVERNMENT GAVE TACIT RECOGNITION TO THE RUBEN JULIO FACTION OF 
THE MNR BY INVITING JULIO AND HIS CHIEF SUBORDINATES TO A 
MEETING OF THE NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNCIL (CONAPOL), AN ORGAN 
OF THE SUPRA-PARTY FPN COALITION. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE FPN GAVE 
FURTHER SIGNS OF OFFICIAL SUPPORT FOR JULIO BY ANNOUNCING THAT 

IT NO LONGER RECOGNIZED THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MNR'S COCHABAMBA 
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DEPARTMENT COMMAND. WHICH HAD BACKED THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN OF 
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FORTUN AT THE MNR CONVENTION. 

3. THE FLAGGING POLITICAL FORTUNES OF FORTUN WERE A MOTIVATING 
FACTOR IN HIS RESIGNATION FROM THE PRESIDENCY OF THE BANCO DEL 
ESTADO ON OCTOBER 2, AT WHICH TIME FORTUN ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WOULD DEVOTE HIMSELF EXCLUSIVELY TO PARTY AFFAIRS. NONETHELESS, 

TWO OF FORTUN'S CLOSET SUPPORTERS: THE CHIEF OF THE MNR'S 
NATIONAL LABOR COMMAND, JUAN SANJINES OBANDO, AND SUBSECRETARY 
OF LABOR JORGE ESPANS, ISSUED APPEALS FOR THE RE-UNIFICATION 
OF THEIR BADLY-DIVIDED PARTY. SANJINES AND ESPANA FORMULATED 
A PROPOSAL THAT THE LABOR COMMAND TAKE OVER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
PARTY UNTIL A NEW CONVENTION COULD MEET, WITH HINTS FROM SANJINES 
THAT IF THE PROPOSAL WERE NOT ACCEPTED THEN MNR LABOR MIGHT 
FORCIBLY TAKE OVER THE PARTY'S NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN LA PAZ. 

IN RESPONSE, RUBEN JULIO REJECTED THESE INITIATIVES OUTRIGHT, 

WHILE ANNOUNCING THAT HE WOULD PRESENT NAMES OF MNR MILITANTS 
TO THE GOB AS REPLACEMENTS FOR BOTH FORTUN AND ESPANA IN THEIR 
OFFICOAL POSTS. JULIO'S POSITION WAS FURTHER FORTIFIED ON OCTOBER3 
WHEN THE MNR'S NATIONAL PROFESSIONALS COMMAND ANNOUNCED ITS SUPPORT 
FOR HIS LEADERSHIP. 

STEDMAN 
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